the latter was a small piece of the cochlea, showing part of the lamina spiralis ossea.
The condition of the patient was such as to make it inadvisable to complete the operation, and the wound was therefore lightly packed from the incision. She rallied well, and is now progressing favourably, but slight facial paralysis, chiefly affecting the eye, is present.
Case of Chronic Eczema of both Auricles and Meatuses with
unusual degree of Hyperplasia in a Woman aged 43.
THE condition is of threes to four years duration, and is stated to have commenced with irritation behind the ears (mastoid region). Patient thinks that prior to this she had discharge from both ears, but the evidence as to this is indefinite. No sign of otorrhoea at present, lumen of meatuses so much obstructed that view of deeper parts impossible. Both auricles are irregularly thickened, and swellings in conchae which overlap the meatuses give impression at first glance of a large polypus protruding from the meatus.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. FITZGERALD POWELL said he thought the conditions surrounding the external meatus were keloid in character, folloNwing chronic eczema; he thought it would be well to have a portion removed for microscopical examination.
Dr. DAN MCKENZIE thought the swelling was due to cedematous infiltration of the subcutaneous tissues of the auricle. The perichondrium of the auricle was closely adherent to the cartilage, and Dr. Wingrave had shown that the blood-vessels lay in this layer. Consequently the circulation was liable to be blocked, and the cedema became persistent, a by no means uncommon event in chronic eczema of the auricle. On the left side in this case could be seen the first stage of the complaint and on the right side the same condition more advanced. He suggested that the state of matters in this case was merely the ordinary eczematous exudation somewhat exaggerated.
Mr. YEARSLEY said he saw a case in which one ear was affected very much like the present one. It cleared up under treatment, and seemed to have been due simply to chronic eczema which had been neglected. In that case the eczema had existed, on and off, for five years, and there was a mass of swelling in the concha. His assistant had brouglht it to him as a possible case of el)ithelioma.
Dr. KELSON said Dr. Potter told him he did not know quite what to call the case, but inclined to the termi condylomata, but without suggesting syphilis. It might hlave been due to an irritating discharge affecting the subcutaneous tissue.
Case of Complete Occlusion of the Posterior Nares with
Flattening of the Nose externally and almost complete Absence of the Nasal Septum.
Bv HUNTER TOD, F.R.C.S. THE patient, a imiale child aged 1, was born healthy. Snuffling fromil the nose after first miaonth. Had a rash on the bodv for a few weeks at the age of 6 miionths. The mi-other has been ill ever since this child was born.
On examination under a general anesthetic, the post-nasal space was felt by the finger to formii a smuooth round surface with complete absence of the posterior choane. Anterior rhinoscopy showed complete absence of the cartilag,inous and most of the bony septumn. On passing a probe along the floor of the nose, whilst the finger of the other hand was kept in the post-nasal space, the end of the probe could be felt to impingre against what appeared to be fibrous tissue. The complete occlusion was demonstrated by injecting milk into the nose and carefully observing whether it trickled down fromii the post-nasal space into the pharynx; this did not take place.
The diagnosis is, provisionally, that of congenital syphilis. Opinions ar'e invited with regard to treatmiient. There is no apparent difficulty in forming a passage through the nose, but the question is how to retain the opening made. The best miethod would probably be retention of rubber tubing passed through the nose and brought out through the mouth, and kept permanently in position for several miionths. Is this method of treatment practicable'? DISCUSSION.
The PRESIDENT said tlhat, sp)eaking withiout a miniute examination, lhe inclined to the view tlhat it was specific.
